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Table 15.1 
Ten-year itinerary taken by Reuben Moulthrop (1763–1814) and his partners carrying wax collections to 
locations in the eastern United States, August 1793–September 1803, showing the preponderance of 
“houses,” taverns, and inns as venues. He was partnered with Daniel Salter (a musician), Philip Woods (a 
young museum entrepreneur), Nicholas and Elnathan Street (his brothers-in-law), Darius Hickcox or 
Hickok (who had married his wife’s sister), Rosewell Davenport (apparently a neighbor), and Abijah 
Pardee (possibly a son of Moulthrop’s brother-in-law). A large proportion (estimated at 75–80%) of 
Moulthrop’s wax exhibitions were probably unrecorded. 
 




Place Partner Number  
of Figures 
Notes 
       
New Haven, Conn. 3 Sept. 1793 11 Sept. 1793 Sign of the Goddess Iris,  
State Street 
 4 Commencement 
week 
New Haven, Conn. 23 Jan. 1794 6 Feb. 1794     
New York City 14 Apr. 1794  406 Queen Street, near Friend’s 
Meetinghouse 
 10  
New Haven, Conn. 23 Dec. 1795 7 Jan. 1796 Ebenezer Parmelee’s tavern D. Salter 21 Waxworks and music,  
“Light covered waggon” 
Middletown, Conn. 14 Jan. 1796 22 Jan. 1796 Mrs. Bigelow’s tavern D. Salter 21 Waxworks and music 
Hartford, Conn. 9 Feb. 1796 19 Feb. 1796 City Hall D. Salter 21 Waxworks and music 
Providence 11 Aug. 1796 27 Aug. 1796 Golden Ball Tavern,  
Mr. Hidden, proprietor 
Street 21  
Litchfield, Conn. 1 Jan. 1797 5 Jan. 1797 House of Asa Morgan Street 21 Music on the organ 
Goshen, Conn. 12 Jan. 1797 13 Jan. 1797 Kettel’s tavern Street 21  
Sharon, Conn. 16 Jan. 1797 17 Jan. 1797 Public house in Sharon Street 21  
Salisbury, Conn. 18 Jan. 1797 19 Jan. 1797  Street 21  
Canaan, Conn. 20 Jan. 1797  Burrall’s tavern Street 21  
Sheffield, Conn. 23 Jan. 1797   Street 21  
Stockbridge, Mass. 30 Jan. 1797  Mr. Seymour’s tavern Street 21 Music on the organ 
Lenox, Mass. 1 Feb. 1797 2 Feb. 1797 Rosseter’s tavern Street 21  
Richmond, Mass. 3 Feb. 1797 4 Feb. 1797  Street 21  
New Lebanon, N.Y. 6 Feb. 1797 9 Feb. 1797  Street 21  
Schenectady, N.Y. 25 Apr. 1797  House of John Platt Street 24  
Keene, N.H. 4 July 1797 11 July 1797 Bullard’s Tavern Woods   
Charlestown, N.H. 21 July 1797   Woods   
Walpole, N.H. 23 July 1797  Joseph Bellows’s house Woods   
Walpole, N.H. 30 Sept. 1797  Schoolhouse near Carpenter’s  
Tavern 
Woods   
New York City 16 Dec. 1797 21 Dec. 1797 House of William Treadwell,  
5 Courtland Street 
Street 32  
Charleston 1 Feb. 1798 26 Feb. 1798 Tavern on the Bay, Mrs. Coates Street 32  
 2 
 
Source: “Early American Newspapers.” 
 
Baltimore 15 Mar. 1798  Sears’s Inn, Market Street Street 32  
Alexandria, Va. 18 Apr. 1798 24 Apr. 1798 Mr. Reno’s Tavern at the Sign  
of the Indian Queen 
Street 30  
Savannah 28 Dec. 1798 15 Jan. 1799 House of A. Hamilton,  
Market Square 
Street 34  
West Indies 1799   Davenport   
Baltimore 22 Jan. 1800  Sears’s Inn, Market Street Street  Speaking figure 
New Haven, Conn. 20 Feb. 1800  Old Assembly Hall,  
Court Street 
Street 24  
Hagerstown, Md. 4 Mar. 1800  Fountain Inn, near Courthouse, Jonathan 
Hager 
Street 40  
Harrisburg, Penn. 19 May 1800 26 May 1800 Captain Andrew Lee’s tavern Street 40  
New York City 17 June 1800  Old Assembly Room,  
Adams’s Hotel 
Davenport 25  
Newport, R.I. 22 July 1800  House of Mrs. Benjamin  
Reynolds, Thames Street 
Davenport 25  
Providence 14 Aug. 1800 25 Aug. 1800 Exchange Coffee House Hickox 25  
Philadelphia 28 Feb. 1801 23 June 1801 107 North Second Street Street 50  
Providence 19 Aug. 1801 26 Aug. 1801 Coffee House Street 34  
Dedham, Mass. 28 Aug. 1801 6 Oct. 1801 House of T. Gay Street 34  
Hudson, N.Y. 5 Nov. 1801  House of J. Vanderburgh Street 33  
Salem, Mass. 30 Nov. 1801 12 Dec. 1801 Washington Hall Street 35  
Newburyport, Mass. 15 Jan. 1802  Richardson’s Sign Eagle  
Tavern 
Street 35  
Portsmouth, N.H. 9 Feb. 1802  Whidden’s 
Assembly Room 
Street 35  
Portland, Maine 5 Apr. 1802  Cutter’s Columbian Hall Street 35  
Newport, R.I. 4 May 1802  T. Reynold’s tavern, next to  
the theater 
Street 35  
New Haven, Conn. 2 Sept. 1802  Large room over Townsend’s  
Store, opposite college 
Street 53  
Litchfield, Conn. 5 Oct. 1803  House of Charles Butler Hickok 25  
Goshen, Conn. 12 Oct. 1803  House of Andrew Norton Hickok 25  
Providence, R.I. 19 Mar. 1803  Exchange Coffee House Pardee 57  
Boston 5 April 1803  Packard’s Hall Pardee 57  
Newburyport, Mass. 4 Oct. 1803 7 Oct. 1803 Samuel Richardson Pardee 57  
Portsmouth, N.H. 16 Nov. 1803 13 Dec. 1803 Assembly House Pardee 57  
